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Fire Council Meeting 10-1-07
Meeting called to order @ 6:49

Minutes read and approved.
Treasurer’s report approved as read.

Agency Reports:

Sony’s Report:

L&C wound up 98% of normal, but we needed to be 200% to get out of the current drought.

Sonny predicts possibly a warmer than usual with normal precipitation this coming year.

Sheriff’s Report:

Leo Dutton whined about missing all the fires attending his class at Quantico Virginia for 11 weeks. 

He spoke highly about the quality of his classes.
Red Cross:

Wally spoke about what a great job they did providing food at both the Oro Fino and the Spring Meadow fires.

Commissioner’s Report:

Mike Murry said that with in three weeks the subdivision rules should be done with changes done every quarter.  They hired Bruce Sunerum to help with the subdivision regulations.  There was some discussion about what the role of the Rural Fire Council will be in the regulation process.   A question was asked if Paul Stahl the court hearing. A comment was made that our Chiefs have not been part of the decision making process, especially being that our Chief’s wrote the initial subdivision document.
County Roads:

Eric Griffin talked about the possibility of using the  County’s big water truck as a tender, or as a unit capable of using its large capacity spray bar for fighting fires along the roads.

Most of the bridge projects are done and they are cleaning up. 

They are getting ready for the winter season, piling, sand, salt, and readying the trucks for the upcoming storm season.

Radio:

Jack Speilman said that Stonewall is up and running.

Augusta is still in the works.

Jack said he is working on a report about the Spring Meadow incident. He said the radio system was running at capacity, and he said we will need to look at adding channels to our system.

DNRC:

Butch Kroll said that they are manning two engines. They are now concentrating on some rehab work from the fires earlier this summer.
Dave Hamilton asked that all Chief’s give him the numbers of how many will be attending the DNRC/Volunteer dinner ….after action meeting on Oct. 4th at West Valley station 1 at 6:00

Dave talked about some up coming classes that DNRC is offering. Dave will be e-mailing the information soon.

Forest Service:

Brad McBratney spoke to the fact after he took his new job….he only burned up about 150,000 acres.  He thanked our group for our support with the fires in the Lewis and Clark National Forest.

St Pete’s:

There is a new protocol that is signed off on for improving the service for the next three year period.

DES:

Pat McKelvy talked about mitigation.  He has about 30 applications, most in Tri-Lakes, the rest in West Valley and L&C jurisdictions.  The impact of Meriwether has gotten our customers attention about doing projects with in our county. Pat wants our customers to apply soon, while the grants are still available. He is worried that the money will dry up in the near future.  Montana City VFD is getting its Firewise award this Saturday.
Wheatland Fire:

Don Lundby made a short presentation about his new position as sales rep for the Wheatland Fire Co.  He asked that all Chiefs help update his records and he is available if you need anything.

911:

Dave Jeserwitz spoke about some new dispatchers hired recently, some are inexperienced, please give them a chance to learn. If you have any problems, document the incident and get with Dave to help solve the problem. Dave is working on improving the training programs to improve the service provided by the Dispatch Center.
Search and Rescue:

Steve McGee spoke about one of their members who has terminal cancer.  The fellow has two compressors for sale if anyone is interested contact Buzz Tomaske.

Nadine update:

She is doing great, quite a while since her last chemo. Keep her in our prayers.
West Valley and Lewis & Clark VFD’s are doing a live auction benefit for the McDonough family, and a silent auction, spaghetti feed Saturday at 5:00.  We encourage the support from the Fire Council membership.

Chief Larson said how much he appreciates the support and effort provided by the Fire Council membership on both the Oro Fino and Spring Meadow fires. Chief Larson asked if there was any interest in the Stand Pipe Class that was previously cancelled.

The Fire Chief’s Convention:

Chief Steve Larson finished his term as president; Chief Ken Mergenthaler was elected as the new president for the next two years.

Committee reports:
Chief Larson gave out an award to Brian Crandall and Ken Mergenthaler for their work on the Montana Mutual Aid system.

Ken spoke about the first weekend in November, Saturday at 10:00. Make plans to attend and be a part of the program.

Earthquake committee:

Members are Ken Mergenthaler and Willie Wegner.

They were urged to move on with the program of getting the trailer program “USAR” up and started!
Fire Coordinator for this month is West Valley with Baxendale as back up. 

Old Business:

The Type 3 team is scheduled for Oct 25th at 7:00 to keep the organizational meeting ongoing.

DNRC AAR is this Thursday at 18:00. Dinner will be provided by DNRC and the Fire Council.

New Business:

Fort Harrison contract is ready for sighing, so a motion was made by Chief Drake, seconded by Roger of East Helena, voted and passed to except the proposed contract for $10,000 a year for the next five years.

County Subdivision Fire Expert:

There was some discussion about the hiring of Bruce Sunerum as the “Fire Expert” for Lewis and Clark County.  Chief Drake gave a view of what he thinks the situation is, as for the reason of hiring of an outside expert.  Our concern is that the whole State of Montana is watching what the outcome is concerning Subdivision Rules.
There is a motion to look into the cost of retaining a lawyer to look after our interests concerning subdivision rules. Chief Drake will look into the situation. Also, it was mentioned to check with Chief Abraham about his recommendation of an attorney to watch out for our cause.

A motion was made by Chief Mergenthaler, seconded by Chief Rainer to have Chief Mason set up a strategy meeting with commissioners, Ron Alles, Bruce Sunerem, and Paul Stahl.
Adjourned @ 9:05
